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Praise for Rural Economic

Developments and SocialMovements

“Revolutions are born from the bottom up, growing in a small group
of people to explode and change reality. It is the people, their charisma
and ideas that change the established paradigms of development, and the
role of good researchers is to capture these processes, name and docu-
ment them, and lead us to consider their effects in the future. This is
the case with this book, as it proves that social movements, which have
been the subject of research for decades, are still an important part of
how economies and societies change and progress. This very timely book
is written from the perspective of experienced researchers and sensitive
observers of rural change, and it is worth reading because it describes the
processes that have brought about the green transformation and are now
changing not only rural areas but the entire global economy.”

—Dr. Paweł Chmieliński, President of the European Rural Development
Network and Professor at the Institute of Rural and Agricultural

Development, Polish Academy of Sciences

“This monograph is a timely and significant call to take a new look
at numbers of already matured and ongoing innovations in rural areas
around the world. Authors of the book masterfully use the grounding
of the social movements’ theory to the ongoing processes in rural areas,
thus proposing a brand-new consideration of the rural paradigm shift.
To disclose the reasoning behind the social movements, the monograph
takes focus on actors of change and gets deeper into the context of
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ongoing organized changes in rural areas, distinguishing between the
industrial paradigm grounded rural social movements and new post-
industrial change-focused rural social movements, putting them into the
general context of European Union Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
and European Green Deal (EGD) principles. This monograph is based
on a holistic approach. Systematic, evolutionary, and actor methodolo-
gies were used. Finally, in-depth illustrations of ongoing processes using
multiple case studies of rural social movements significantly add to the
existing body of knowledge in this field of science.”

—Prof. Dr. Maria Nijnik, Principal Scientist of The James Hutton
Institute, UK, Coordinator of H2020 SIMRA project “Social Innovation

in marginalised rural areas”

“The remarkable book, which applying a rich methodological apparatus
of qualitative research step by step reveals the role of individual and terri-
torial social capital for the post-industrial transformation of rural territo-
ries, it offers more questions than answers. The holistic approach used
by authors simply does not allow to formulate unambiguous answers in
the context of the investigated causes of genesis and impacts of (new)
social movements on innovative, sustainable, and inclusive rural develop-
ment. There does not exist only one generally valid and accepted model of
explanation and assessment for changes induced by spatial redistribution
of population, uneven diffusion of new types of knowledge and practical
involvement of local actors with different interests and interpretations of
rural development. Through tacit and/or explicitly formulated questions,
the authors ‘play an exciting game’ that will delight anyone interested in
a deeper understanding of the ongoing transformation of the European
countryside.”
—Dr. Vladimír Székely, senior researcher of Institute of Geography, Slovak

Academy of Sciences
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Živilė Gedminaitė-Raudonė, Ph.D. in Social sciences (Economics) is
a principal researcher at the Lithuanian Centre for Social Sciences, Insti-
tute of Economics and Rural Development. The main research focus
is sustainable regional and rural development, climate change, circular
economy, innovation ecosystems, and transformative tourism, among
others. Zivile Gedminaite-Raudone is an author and co-author of more
than forty scholarly articles, chapters of books. She has rich experience
in management and coordination of many international research and
development projects of different international, the EU and national
programmes focusing on new knowledge creation using co-creation
and cooperation principles. She actively participates in internships and
exchange programmes (Italy, Belgium, Ireland), international scientific
conferences with presentations, moderate sections. She is a member
of the global Social Responsibility Research Network, European Rural
Development Network, Eurasia Business and Economics Society.
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